
Many reasons are given why the Torah goes 
out of its way to enumerate the 42 stops in the 
desert. One of the reasons, based on the Ohr 
Hachaim Hakadosh, can be explained with the 
following story. 

The Baal Shem Tov was sitting on a carriage 
on a journey to another city. All that could be 
heard were the horse’s hooves galloping away 
drowning the silence of the night. The Baal 
Shem Tov suddenly motioned to his shamas 
to stop the carriage. Quite distinctly, coming 
from the fields, came the voice of a man sing-
ing a beautiful melody. The Baal Shem Tov lis-
tened intently and then broke out with a smile. 
“Please ask the man to come here.” 

The shamas did as he was told and moments 
later the Russian peasant to whom the voice 
belonged was standing in front of the Rebbe. 

“That was a beautiful niggun,” said the Reb-
be, “would you mind singing it again?” 

“Not at all” replied the peasant, and he be-
gan to sing the tune again. 

“I think I have it, does it go like this?” and 
the Baal Shem Tov began to sing the tune. 

“Exactly” said the peasant. “I wonder,” 
said the Rebbe “can you sing it just one more 
time?” 

“All right” said the peasant, and he opened 
his mouth in attempt to sing, but nothing 
came out. Not a note. He tried again, but only 
silence. 

The Baal Shem Tov gave him a queer look 
and said “Good Morning” and with that con-
tinued on his journey. After a short while the 
shamas finally asked as to the interesting turn 
of events. 

“I realized,” said the Rebbe “that the peas-
ant was singing one of the songs that the Le-
viim sang in the Bais Hamikdash. The tune has 
been wandering from one country to another 
and this peasant was like a shell holding a pre-
cious spark of kedusha. As soon as this spark/

tune had been returned to the Jewish people, 
there was no need in him remembering the 
tune.”

 Here too, says the Ohr Hachaim Hakadosh, 
there were many sparks of holiness through-
out the desert. Some say, (Tzror Hamor) each 
of the 42 stops represented a letter in Hash-
em’s name. Klal Yisrael were gathering these 
sparks trapped in every encampment, and 
throughout the world, as we currently are still 
journeying, there by achieving a greater ke-
dusha and connection with Hashem with the 
passing through each encampment, ultimately 
revealing His full name Bayom Hahu Yiheyeh 
Hashem Echod….

 The Ramban explains, the reason the To-
rah mentions the 42 masaos is in order to 
strengthen our Emunah that Hakadosh Baruch 
Hu will take care of us wherever, whenever. 
The Sforno adds, Hakadosh Baruch Hu was 
reminding them that it was the merit of this 
Emunah in Hashem throughout the midbar 
which enabled them to reach Eretz Yisrael. 
There was a custom in certain Chasidic villages 
to read over the parsha of the masaos during 
turbulent times in order to help strengthen 
their Emunah and remind them of their pur-
pose in this world.

 Accordingly we can understand an 
explanation some of the mefarshim say in 
the Ana bikoach we recite every Friday night. 
Ana bikoach has 42 letters, similar to that of 
Hashem’s name and the number of encamp-
ments. It has six rows containing seven words 
in each line. Seven represents the holy day 
– Shabbos and six represents the six days of 
creation. These numbers represent that we 
go through the six days of the week to collect 
all the sparks of kedusha. By doing so, this en-
ables us to achieve the holiness and closeness 
to Hashem that awaits us on day 7, on Shabbos 
– which also represents - the World to Come.
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There are a number of categories of 
muktzah and a variety of ways they are 
classified. The Mishnah Berurah breaks 
them down as follows: 

1) Muktzah machmas chisaron kis – 
Anything which due to its value, one is 
particular about and consequently will not 
use for anything other than its intended 
use. Some examples include a knife for 
shechitah or milah, a leichter, or a camera. 

2) Muktzah machmas gufo – Anything 
with no inherent use or function. In their 
current state they are not a kli or food 
item. Some examples of this would be, 
rocks, dirt, a dead person or a live animal. 

3) Kli shemelachto l’issur – An item 
whose intended use is something forbid-
den to do on Shabbos like a pen, a frying 
pan or a musical instrument. 

4) Bassis – An object that is otherwise 
permissible but serves as a support or 
base for a muktzah item. An example of 
this would be, a table with candles on it. 

There are two more categories of mukt-
zah that are dealt with elsewhere in Shul-
chan Aruch:

5) Nolad – Something which becomes 
usable only after the start of Shabbos. 

6) Muktzah machmas mitzvah – An 
item set aside for mitzvah use.

Of course an item can sometimes fall 
under more than one category. For exam-
ple, a shechitah knife was listed in catego-
ry 1 (Muktzah machmas chisaron kis) but 
is also category 3 (kli shemelachto l’issur). 
We will b’ezras Hashem elaborate on each 
of these categories in the coming weeks.
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