
(`:al xcana) “...c`n mevr ,cb ipale oae`x ipal did ax dpwne”
 The parsha ends with a dialogue between Bnei 

Gad, Bnei Reuven and Moshe. They asked that their 
portion of land be in Ever HaYarden, and not in Eretz 
Yisroel with the rest of Klal Yisroel. What led them 
to make such a request? What was behind their 
desire to give up their chelek of Eretz Yisroel that 
they waited so long to receive? In fact, Moshe rep-
rimanded them for seemingly following in the foot-
steps of the Meraglim by not eagerly awaiting their 
arrival in Eretz Yisroel, a land of infinite kedusha. 

The answer can be found in the words of the me-
drash brought in the Sefer Maalos Hamiddos. The 
medrash explains why they chose to not be in Eretz 
Yisroel. wgxzdl oiywan eide ,daxd dpwn odl eidy iptn” 
zwelgnd one lfbd on – because they had a lot of cattle 
they wanted to distance themselves from stealing 
and arguments.” They were willing to give up the 
coveted property that awaited them because they 
were afraid that due to their abundant cattle, if they 
settled in Eretz Yisroel, it would lead to gezeilah 
and machlokes between them and their neighbors. 
Surprisingly, after this great act of mesiras nefesh 
on their part, the medrash continues, eyxity itle” 
dlgz elb md ,dlgz l`xyin md – because they sepa-
rated themselves from Klal Yisroel first, they were 
exiled first.” Is this how they are repaid for avoid-
ing machlokes, by being the first ones to go into ga-
lus?! Rather, from here we can learn how serious it 
is when there is separation and a lack of achdus in 
Klal Yisroel. Although Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuven had 
the best intentions, the reality was that they caused 
a separation, and as a result, they were exiled first.

l“vf xywd cec ‘x sheds light on why machlokes 
leads to galus. He explains that the very essence of 
Klal Yisroel is its unity. Am Yisroel is an am echad. 
Whatever we merit as a nation is only due to 
our oneness. An example of this can be found by 
Matan Torah where it says, “xdd cbp l`xyi my ogie” 
and Rashi tells us that the singular use of “ogie” 
is because Kaballas HaTorah required us to be  
“cg` ala cg` yi`k.” So too, the matana of Eretz Yis-
roel was given only to a nation of singularity. When 
there is a breakdown of this unity, then we lose the 
ma’alah that we have as Klal Yisroel and along with 
that we lose those gifts that were given to us as an 
am echad. 

Now we can understand the reason why Bnei 
Gad and Bnei Reuven were exiled first. By sepa-
rating themselves from the rest of the Jews they 

were removing themselves from the am echad and 
therefore had no right to Eretz Yisroel which was a 
matanah given to the nation as a whole. It is like a 
limb, which is severed from a body that understand-
ably no longer receives sustenance, as do the other 
limbs, which are still attached. This was not a pun-
ishment but rather a manifestation of the situation, 
which they placed themselves in. 

With this understanding, we can explain the ge-
mara that says that the Bayis Sheini was destroyed 
as a result of sinas chinam, which the gemara 
equates to the 3 aveiros chamuros - gilui arayos, 
shefichas damim and avodah zora. What is so se-
vere about sinas chinam that it is comparable to the 
3 aveiros chamuros and is enough to bring about 
the churban? 

The Maharal in Netzach Yisroel explains, that the 
ma’alah of the Bayis Sheini was the achdus it creat-
ed in Klal Yisroel. There was one bayis and one miz-
beach that joined everyone in their avodas Hashem. 
The avodas ha’tzibur was a daily event where as a 
nation they all served Hashem together. When sinas 
chinam took over and created a rift in Klal Yisroel, 
this maalah was lost, and there was no longer any 
place left for the existence of the Beis Hamikdash. 
This is the terrible sin that caused the galus that we 
suffer in to this day.

Now that we have started the 3 week period, 
when we mourn the loss of the Bais Hamikdash, it 
is an especially opportune time to work on rectify-
ing the cause of the churban. It is a time to come 
together and mend the rifts in Klal Yisroel. Let us re-
member that only as an am echad can we be zoche 
to the hashroas hashchinah and the binyan Bayis 
Shlishi. Let us learn from the parshah of Bnei Gad 
and Bnei Reuven what happens when there is sepa-
ration in Klal Yisroel, even if it is with the best in-
tentions. All the more so, when it is caused by sinas 
chinam and lashon hora. It is not enough to merely 
experience the feeling of unity when an unfortunate 
tragedy strikes among us. Rather, we must keep that 
unity alive and look past our differences at all times. 
We must realize that regardless of exterior appear-
ances, we are one nation with a common goal of 
bringing kavod shamayim. May we be zoche to re-
store true achdus in Klal Yisroel and hasten the com-
ing of moshiach, so we can celebrate the Yom Tov of 
Tisha B’av in Eretz Yisroel with the Beis Hamikdash 
she’yibaneh b’meheira b’yameinu.
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Muktzah – Some Reasons

The Rambam writes (Shabbos 
24:12-13) the Chachomim forbade 
the handling certain items on Shab-
bos in the manner one does so dur-
ing the week. What was the basis for 
this prohibition? They said, “If we 
found that the Neviim cautioned and 
commanded one’s manner of walk-
ing on Shabbos be different than 
during the week and that his conver-
sation be different on Shabbos, how 
much more so should his tactile deal-
ings be distinct in order that Shabbos 
not be like an ordinary weekday in his 
eyes. He may come to move around 
items from corner to corner and 
from house to house or to put away 
(hide) stones and the like, because 
after all, on Shabbos one cannot do 
much and he sits at home bored. He 
will then search for something to oc-
cupy himself with and it will come 
about that he has not rested and he 
has voided the reason of the Torah 
when it said, “L’maan yanuach – so 
that you should rest. Furthermore, 
if he will take note of and handle 
keilim whose use is for a melacha 
asura, he may actually come to do 
that melacha. Thirdly, there are peo-
ple who don’t work during the week 
and if their mode of moving, speech 
and tiltul would be muttar as they 
are during the week, there would be 
nothing distinctive about the Shab-
bos rest. Because of all these reasons 
they crafted laws governing tiltul.” 

The Raavad based on the gemara, 
adds that another cause for the din-
im of muktzah is to try to minimize 
hotza’ah – carrying. The more one 
can handle the more one can poten-
tially move things from reshus to re-
shus, etc.
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