
As we get further into the month of Elul and the Yo-
mim Nora’im are getting closer, we look for ideas and 
strategies to try to help us receive a k’siva v’chasima 
tova. 

Many such ideas are brought down in halacha as a 
means to do teshuva and get closer to Hashem. We 
enact changes in our davening to help accomplish this. 
We blow the shofar throughout the month and some 
say Selichos the entire month as well. We add the extra 
mizmor of L’Dovid Hashem Ori after tefillah and we say 
Selichos the week before Rosh Hashanah. Many people 
fast for either an entire day or until after Mincha on sev-
eral of these days. There is a minhag to go to the Bais 
Hakevoros to daven. We say Avinu Malkeinu during the 
Aseres Yemai Teshuva.

Aside from tefillah, there are actions we can do to 
gain merits as well. We try to give more tzedaka during 
this time. We are much more careful about the food we 
eat, with special emphasis given to pas akum.

To the outsider, all this sounds rather grim but we 
know there is a good reason for all this seriousness. Af-
ter all, these are the Yemai Hadin and we are on trial. It 
is no wonder that we go out of our way to improve our 
davening and to have extra adherence to mitzvos. How-
ever, there is one thing, which can be extremely enjoy-
able, which will help us be zocheh to a good year. Along 
with improving tefillah and mitzvos there is one mitzvah 
we can gain tremendously from, especially at this time 
of year - Limud HaTorah.

The first topic in Ki Savo is the inyan of Bikkurim. After 
the farmer brings his first fruits to the Beis Hamikdash, 
he says vidui. It concludes, “Vesomachta bechol hatov 
- You will be happy with all the goodness that Hashem 
gives you.” The simple explanation of the word, tov, re-
fers to an abundant crop. However, the Ohr Hachayim 
HaKadosh brings down several alternate understand-
ings.

The first suggestion is that ‘tov’ refers to Hashem, the 
Source of all goodness. This fits as the explanation to the 
passuk, “Vesomachta bechol hatov,” because surely we 
are happy with the goodness Hashem bestows upon us 
and therefore we want to be close to Him. But there is 
a more startling explanation based on a Mishna in Avos. 
The Mishna says that the word ‘tov’ refers to Torah. The 
Ohr Hachayim explains that this explanation fits with 
the passuk as well. He explains, “If people would real-
ize the sweetness and juiciness of the Torah, they would 
go crazy and chase after it. Everything else would be 
worthless because Torah incorporates all the goodness 

of the world.” This is quite a remarkable statement. We 
all know how important Torah study is. We recite daily 
that learning Torah is equivalent to all the other mitzvos. 
We have heard about the huge number of merits we can 
amass from just a few words of Torah. But this is some-
thing extra. Learning Torah is sweet and ‘geshmack’!

Many who are zoche to learn in Kollel will attest to 
this. Learning is not just an occupation; it isn’t just a holy 
way to spend your day. It’s the greatest feeling in the 
world and everyone can have the opportunity to feel 
this way.

A story is told of someone who asked R’ Yaakov Ka-
menetsky zt”l if he was zocheh to be able to learn Torah 
l’shma. R’ Yaakov answered that he got too much enjoy-
ment from learning for it to be considered l’shma. How-
ever, he later told a talmid that he was simply answering 
the question according to the questioner’s understand-
ing of what l’shma means. In reality, said R’ Yaakov, the 
fact that he finds Torah so enjoyable means that this 
type of learning is of a very high level of l’shma.

The idea that enjoying the learning of Torah is con-
sidered to be l’shma is brought down in several places. 
R’ Chaim Volozhner, in Nefesh Hachaim, explains that 
l’shma means ‘l’shaim Torah.’ This means that you are 
supposed to learn Torah because you want to and not 
just because Hashem said that you should learn it. You 
should want to learn Torah for the one obvious and 
great reason of it being so enjoyable.

The Avnai Nezer, in his hakdoma to Eglai Tal, espous-
es a similar idea. He says that people are mistaken by 
thinking that enjoying learning lacks l’shma because 
you have a personal benefit. On the contrary, this is 
the main mitzvah of learning Torah! By learning and 
enjoying your learning, the Torah becomes “absorbed 
in your blood.” You become literally ‘attached’ to the 
Torah, and after all, the greatest simcha is that of a sim-
cha shel mitzvah.

This concept shows us that we can do something 
to merit a favorable judgment that does not have to 
feel taxing to us. We can have the best of both worlds. 
We can become infinitely closer to Hashem at the same 
time as we enjoy ourselves while we learn! What better 
way to grow in Elul than by doing something you want to 
do and that Hashem wants us to do as well? All we need 
is to find the intrinsic sweetness of the Torah by learning 
and working on it. May we all be zoche to discover such 
sweetness and merit a k’siva v’chasima tova.
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New Keilim Shemelachtan L’Issur

Any item whose primary function 
is to perform a forbidden activity 
is muktzah under the classification 
of kli shemelachto l’issur. This class 
of muktzah has certain leniencies, 
which will be discussed in the future, 
b’ezras Hashem. Examples would in-
clude: a pen (writing), a pot (cooking) 
or a non-electric scale (measuring). 

The Poskim discuss the status of 
an item that has never been used yet 
but is nevertheless intended to be 
used l’issur. The Biur Halacha (279:6) 
cites the Elya Rabbah who says that 
a kli set aside to be used as a candle-
holder but that has not actually been 
used yet, is not muktzah because 
“hazmana lav milsa – designation is 
not halachically meaningful.” 

The Pri Megadim (279: Aishel Av-
rohom 14) confines the din of the 
Elya Rabbah to a specific type of 
candleholder (there is some discus-
sion as to whether the Pri Megadim 
means to argue or just explain.) The 
Pri Megadim seems to say that it de-
pends on the situation. If one took 
a non-descript dish or cup and de-
cided he would put in oil and a wick 
and use it as a candleholder then we 
would say “hazmana lav milsa” and it 
would not be assur. If, however, one 
bought a candlestick, which is clearly 
designed and made to serve as a can-
dleholder, then even if it was never 
actually used it would certainly be 
considered kli shemelachto l’issur. As 
such, one who buys a hammer, a sift-
er or a grater, etc. it definitely would 
be muktzah and could not be moved 
(Shevet Halevi 1:57 and 127; Shmiras 
Shabbos K’Hilchasa 20:13:31).
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