
The Medrash tells us what transpired right 
before Hashem tells Avraham Avinu to leave 
his father’s land. Avraham saw a palace lit up 
appearing to be inhabited, but saw no master 
of the house. Avraham wondered how is it pos-
sible to have a house with no owner. Hashem 
then appeared, revealing Himself as the Master 
of the house (The Creator of the universe), and 
tells Avraham,“Lech Lecha.” The obvious mean-
ing behind Avraham searching for the Master of 
the House is that Avraham is searching for the 
Creator of the universe. He realizes that wor-
shipping idols that are man-made is ridiculous. 
Through his search he recognizes there is a Cre-
ator of the world, and He is whom we have to 
serve. Hashem gives us life and sustains us and 
gives us the opportunity to serve Him.

The question is asked on the timing of this 
incident. Avraham was seventy years old when 
Hashem commanded him to leave his land and 
his birthplace, yet we know that Avraham was 
three years old when he recognized Hashem 
and broke his father’s idols. Also, Avraham was 
ready to give up his life for his belief that Hash-
em is the Creator of the world and allowed him-
self to be thrown into the fire by Nimrod, and 
this took place many years before. How could 
it be that Avraham was searching for the Mas-
ter of the House right before Hashem tells him 
Lech Lecha? 

The Shem M’shmuel explains that there are 
two aspects of avodas Hashem, sur mera and 
asei tov. Sur mera is staying away from aveiros 
and Asei tov is doing mitzvos. He explains that 
these two distinct aspects of avodas Hashem 
are not independent of each other, but rather 
the more one is careful in sur mera, Hashem 
propels him to higher levels of asei tov super-
naturally. The Shem M’shmuel says that Avra-
ham Avinu saw what appeared to be Hashem 
taking leave of this world due to the actions of 
the people during those times. Avraham was 
wondering how that could be? Could it possibly 
be that Hashem would abandon the world and 
the people He created? Would we be left like a 

palace without its Master? Hashem appeared 
to Avraham saying,“Lech Lecha,” leave your 
birthplace and your father’s house. The Arizal 
says that Avraham was a ben niddah, which 
caused him to have a pull towards evil. He was 
brought up by parents that did not recognize 
Hashem, and in a land that was full of idol wor-
ship. This was all done deliberately by Hashem 
to give him evil that he could run away from, 
in order that he could be propelled to great 
heights in his asei tov by being sur mera. These 
great heights were needed to be reached so 
that the chosen nation, his descendants, have 
in them the capabilities of reaching the high 
madreiga that we are able to because of the 
kochos that were instilled in us from Avraham 
Avinu.

So too, explains the Shem M’shmuel, when 
Avraham was wondering about Hashem’s aban-
donment of the world, Hashem revealed Him-
self and commanded Lech Lecha. Hashem was 
telling Avraham; I am Hashem, I am not aban-
doning this world. Rather I am just allowing 
more evil into the world, to give you the ability 
to grow tremendously. 

The Medrash says that no land had evil as the 
land of Mitzrayim, due to the Bnei Yisroel living 
there. The Shem M’shmuel explains that once 
again Hashem was giving Klal Yisrael the ability 
to grow by staying away from the abundance 
of evil that was surrounding them. Parents and 
educators alike wonder how are we supposed 
to bring up our children in today’s generation 
with all the technology and constant barrage 
of new tests that surrounds us. With the touch 
of a button all the ra that we are supposed to 
stay away from is readily accessible. What does 
Hashem want from us? If we realize that Hash-
em placed us in this situation in order to give 
us the ability to step up to the plate and work 
on ourselves, we may have the confidence we 
need in order to overcome the nisyonos that 
Hashem placed for our generation. Good Shab-
bos. 
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Broken Keilim
The Mechaber (308:6) paskens that any utensil 

that breaks – even on Shabbos – does not become 
muktzah and one may move and handle the pieces, 
provided that they are of some possible use. For ex-
ample, one might use it to cover a jar etc. [It seems 
that it was once common to use shards of broken 
utensils as bottle caps etc. Nowadays, obviously this 
is no longer true. The Chut Shuni (3:51:1) maintains 
that the halacha does not change. Rav Moshe Fein-
stein zt”l however is quoted l’issur.] 

If however, they are useless they are muktzah as 
muktzah machmas gufo like rocks and earth etc. 
The Mishnah Berurah (28) points out that although 
a rock could also theoretically be used to cover 
something, this is not enough to qualify it as a kli 
(unless expressly designated as such.) However, a 
utensil that broke, having once been a complete kli, 
will retain this status as long as it is still usable even 
if it broke. 

Now, a kli that was not used as a jar cover in 
its whole state has acquired a new function when 
it broke – that of a jar cover. This is a form of no-
lad (the creation of or introduction of a new item/
status.) There are varying degrees of severity in the 
muktzah category of nolad depending on a num-
ber of factors. The Baur Halacha quotes the Magen 
Avraham (15) who points out that according to the 
opinion that nolad is assur not only on Yom Tov but 
on Shabbos as well it would be forbidden to handle 
these pieces because in essence a new kli was cre-
ated when the old one broke. [Yes, Yom Tov is more 
chamur than Shabbos in muktzah.] Therefore it 
would only be permitted to handle them if they are 
still usable in the same general sense that they were 
originally used for. For example, a deep dish that 
cracked might still be functional as a receptacle even 
if it can no longer hold quite the same amount as it 
once did. 

The opinion of the Bach and Taz and many other 
Achronim is that for reasons beyond the scope of 
this article, this halacha is not dependent on the 
halacha of nolad on Shabbos. As a matter of prac-
tical halacha, the Mishnah Berurah (495:17) writes 
that the Achronim assume the position that nolad 
is muttar on Shabbos, and so as far as Shabbos is 
concerned the machlokes of the Magen Avrohom 
and the Taz is moot.

If the pieces are not usable but pose a danger, for 
example broken glass, they may be moved [if pos-
sible, indirectly] out of the way.
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