
This week’s Parsha deals with donations for the 
Mishkan. It talks about the importance of being part 
of something Kadosh even though you cannot be per-
sonally involved in the Avodah. However, there is a 
different part of this, which is also very important, 
and that is the thought process behind a donation.

Gold was one of the major donations for the Mish-
kan, yet it had very different uses. Some was used for 
the Bigdei Kehuna and some for the Aron. Some was 
used for the Menorah and some for the covering of 
the Kerashim. Some was used for the Shulchan and 
some for the threads in the Paroches. How did they 
know which donation went to which place?

There is a very famous story involving Reb Chaim 
Volozhiner. It seems that the Yeshiva needed money 
and they hired a fundraiser to collect on their behalf. 
(Some things are the same no matter which century 
you live in!) The man would travel by foot or public 
transportation from village to village, and would then 
make his rounds walking through the neighborhood. 
Every few months, he would return to Volozhin to 
drop off the results of his efforts. Rav Chaim made 
a point of going over the list of donors with him and 
making suggestions.

One day, the meshulach came to Rav Chaim with 
an idea. He spent a very large amount of time simply 
getting from place to place. Wouldn’t it be better for 
the Yeshiva to invest in a horse-and-wagon? The cost 
and upkeep would certainly be offset by the extra 
funds generated by the sheer volume of extra people 
he would see. Rav Chaim agreed and the horse-and-
wagon was purchased.

When the fundraiser next returned to Volozhin, Rav 
Chaim was pleased to see that the idea was successful 
and that more money had been collected. However, 
when they were going over the accounts, Rav Chaim 
noticed something strange. There was one particular 
farmer who was usually an enthusiastic and gener-
ous supporter. This time, however, the donation was 
pitifully small. When asked, the meshulach could only 
shrug. “He took one look at my horse-and-wagon and 
got very angry. He refused to listen to anything I said 
and just tossed me a few coins.”

The next time Rav Chaim was in the vicinity of that 
farmer’s village, he made a point of visiting the farm. 
The farmer was thrilled to see the Rosh Yeshiva and 
treated him with all the deference one would expect. 
Rav Chaim then asked him about the major reduction 

of his donation. The farmer’s face darkened.

“When I saw that the Yeshiva had bought a horse, I 
was no longer interested in giving money,” he replied. 
“I intend my donation to go to proper uses; the sht-
enders, the seforim, the food for the bochurim. I have 
no interest in giving money to buy hay for the horse.”

Rav Chaim explained that he was making a mistake. 
When Betzalel is introduced as the one in charge of 
building the Mishkan, the Possuk describes the traits 
that make him a good choice for the position. Hashem 
says that He will give Betzalel wisdom, knowledge, 
understanding, a G-dly spirit, and he will know how 
to work with gold. This last trait is almost insulting. 
Betzalel was such an amazing human being; why are 
we calling him a good goldsmith?

The answer, Rav Chaim continued, is that we do 
not understand the Possuk correctly. Different people 
gave money to the Mishkan for different reasons. 
Some had absolutely pure thoughts; some figured 
they had plenty of money anyway, while others only 
gave because of peer pressure. Betzalel had the abil-
ity to look at the gold and be able to ‘see’ what the 
intent of the donor was. He would then be able to put 
that gold to the proper use that matched the dona-
tion. The gold with the highest level of intent went 
for the construction of the holiest Keilim. A lower ka-
vanna meant that the gold went to a not-as-holy spot.

Rav Chaim said that this applied to the farmer as 
well. Money donated to the Yeshiva was needed for 
different things. Some were holier than others. “You 
need not worry about where your money goes,” said 
Rav Chaim. “If you have the correct intentions, your 
money will be used to pay for the Gemoras and the 
bread. Some other donation, from a person who just 
wanted his name announced as being a donor, would 
be used to pay for the horse’s food.”

This lesson is extremely relevant to us. We are wor-
ried about all aspects of our tzedoka. We want to 
know exactly what it will be used for, how the budget 
is being dealt with, and many other details. And really 
it is none of our business. Certainly, there is a holy 
destination for any money which we give to a worthy 
charity. All we need to do is to have the correct inten-
tion and Hashem will make sure that it goes to the 
correct address.

Rabbi Levi is a member of the Kollel.

Parshas Terumah
By Rabbi Aaron Levi

As we have said numerous 
times, an item that has no use 
is muktzah. This is obviously a 
subjective determination, how 
is this determination made? The 
halacha is that it is the owner 
of the item who determined its 
muktzah status. If the owner is 
wealthy and the item, in its cur-
rent state, is insignificant and of 
no use to him, it becomes muk-
tzah and may not be moved/
handled. It remains muktzah 
even for a person of lesser 
means to whom this item may 
be of value, unless the wealthy 
person discarded the item and 
the ani took it from the trash. 
Conversely, if the owner is of 
more modest means and the 
item is of value to him, the item 
has thus been determined to be 
non-muktzah. A wealthy person 
may also move it despite the 
fact that in his view the item is 
useless. The Taz (308:25) limits 
this to a wealthy person who is 
a member of the poorer indi-
vidual’s household [as we often 
find that a person’s status will 
be affected and determined 
by the head of the house]. This 
view is accepted by many of the 
major poskim; Shulchan Aruch 
Harav (89), Aruch Hashulchan 
(75) and the Mishnah Berurah 
(170). However, one of the 
Gedolai Achronim - the Mach-
ane Ephraim (Hagahos to Rif 
Shabbos Perek 3) disagrees 
and permits any and all ashirim 
- even those not members of 
the poorer person’s household. 
This is the position of the Cha-
zon Ish as well (43:19).
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