
In this week’s Parsha the Korban Todah 
is discussed. The Midrash connects this to 
the Passuk in Tehillim (50:23) Zoveach To-
dah Yichabduneni. Why is there two letter 
“nun”s in the last word? Because it is Kavod 
Achar Kavod, a double honor to Hashem. 
What does this mean?

The Ksav Sofer explains based on the fa-
mous expression in Berachos 54A: A person 
is obligated to bless Hashem for the bad 
just as he is obligated to bless Hashem for 
the good. A person brings a Korban Todah 
when he was in a precarious situation and 
survived. One may think that we are only 
thanking Hashem for the savior, but the suf-
fering that came beforehand was something 
that we preferred never happened in the 
first place. But the Mishnah is telling us not 
so. We need to recognize that everything 
that happens to us in life, even the suffer-
ing, has a purpose, even if at this point we 
do not understand it. That is Kavod Achar 
Kavod. To bring the Korban Todah, thanking 
Hashem for both the good, and the bad that 
preceded it.

Nowadays that we don’t have the ability 
to bring an actual Korban Todah, we say a 
blessing of “Gomel”. In it we say that Hash-
em gave us “Kol Tuv”. All that is good. That is 
highlighting the fact that ALL we have from 
is good, even the circumstances that at first 
we would have rather not had.

Rav Elchonon Wasserman writes (Kovetz 
Mamarim page 45) that everyone has is-
surim. And there are many different levels 
of issurim, depending on the variables in 
each situation. When Hashem promised 
that we would be in Mitzrayim for 400 
years, there were different options for when 
those 400 years can start from. When the 
Haggadah writes that Hashem was “Chishev 
Es Hakeitz”, it means He counted even the 
suffering that was very minimal, this way 
the countdown can start as early as pos-

sible. That was the most merciful way fulfill 
the promise.

I was once in Switzerland for a week to-
gether with Rav Asher Weiss Shlita. It was 
during that week that we heard of the hor-
rific “2 bus bombing” that took place on Re-
chov Shmuel Hanavi (which happened to be 
just minutes from where I was living at the 
time). Naturally we were all very disturbed. 
Rav Asher spoke that night and told us the 
following: We daven every day in Shemo-
nah Esrei “Sabeinu Mitoovah”. Satiate us 
with good. Why do we use the expression 
“satiate us”? He answered based on the Ge-
mara in Yoma (74B) that writes a blind man 
cannot be satiated from what he eats since 
he doesn’t see what he eats. He can be full, 
but not satiated. We know that everything 
Hashem does is for the good. But it’s just 
that we can’t always see it. If we don’t see it 
we can’t be satiated or satisfied with it. It’s 
for this reason that we specifically ask to be 
satiated with good.

We can find this somewhere else in the 
Shemonah Esrei as well. We praise Hasem 
that He is Gomel Chassadim Tovim. That 
He does good chessed. Why the double 
expression? Isn’t all chessed good? Several 
explanations are offered in the commentar-
ies. The Otzer Hatefillos Siddur brings the 
Eitz Yosef and Dover Shalom (by Birchas 
Hashachar, where we find a similar expres-
sion) that explain with this idea. All that 
Hashem does is chessed, just sometimes we 
perceive it as din. At this point we are prais-
ing Hashem for the chassadim tovim, the 
ones that are easy to understand they are 
chessed. The chassadim tovim.

The month of Nissan is a time for geulah. 
Everyone has their own personal geulah 
that they need. May we all be zocheh to see 
those yeshuoes materialize.   
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In the preface of the Perisha on Tur Y’D 
the author’s son writes the following about 
his mother - the wife of the Perisha, “She 
also pointed out a mistake many women 
make about lighting candles on Yom Tov: On 
the first night of Yom Tov they wait until the 
men come home from davening and then 
before the seuda they light. This is not cor-
rect. Although as regards to the second night 
of Yom Tov where there is a sfeika d’yoma, 
and one can’t prepare from one day of Yom 
Tov to the other, the candles must indeed be 
lit after dark. On the first night of Yom Tov 
however, it is halachically more proper that 
everything be done before nightfall and to 
accept Yom Tov with candle lighting just as 
on Shabbos. Therefore, when the men re-
turn from Shul everything should be ready 
(as it says in Siman 262). Additionally, any 
melacha that can be done before Yom Tov 
may not be done on Yom Tov l’chatchila (Si-
man 495). Some explain the Minhag to light 
later was because on the second night of 
Yom Tov candles can only be lit after dark 
as stated and the custom evolved to always 
light at that time even on the first night. The 
Mateh Ephraim gives another reason as well 
(625:33). Others disagree however and per-
mit EVEN the second night to light on the first 
day for the second evening as we see that 
when Yom Tov falls on Friday we light Shab-
bos candles on Friday (see 514:5 and M.B. 33) 
Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt’l explains 
that at the time of candle lighting, right 
before dusk, candle light is beneficial and 
appreciated. (Shulchan Shlomo 263:13), 
nowadays, with electric light, this is some-
what difficult to justify and in fact this 
poses a challenge to Hadlakas Neiros in 
general and requires a separate article. 
These are some of the sources for the differ-
ent Minhagim in Klal Yisroel.
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